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News About the Journeys of Woodbrook Residents and Staff

Above: There was a day to wear our 
jammies, which Richae Ellis (left) and 
Joan Farrington (right) enjoyed.
At left: The Summer Carnival was fun 
for kids of all ages!

National Assisted Living Week brought us the theme of “joyful Memories” - and oh boy, did we make some! Each 
day brought a new celebration from decade days to remember how we used to dress, to days to honor the food 
and music of Mexico.

~ National Assisted Living Week ~

~ Summer Carnival ~ ~ PJ Day ~



Woodbrook Welcomes New Board Member

Transitions
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Salutations

Scott HeffnerLori J. Jamelski, LPN 
Executive Director

Message From Lori
Scott Heffner – 
Chemung Canal Trust Company
Scott Heffner is rejoining the Woodbrook 
Board of Directors after previously serving 
for six years from 2015-2021. He has been 
active on several Board committees over the 
years, with a particular focus on Marketing.  
Scott is currently Senior Vice President and 
Director of Marketing at Chemung Canal 
Trust Company, where he has worked for over 
20 years. In addition to Woodbrook, Scott 
also serves on the Board of Directors at The 
Arctic League as Vice President & Assistant 
Treasurer. Scott looks forward to returning to 
Woodbrook’s Board.

Woodbrook Welcomes New Staff Members
Christine Brewer – Activities Director
Christine has been part of the Woodbrook 
family for about seven years. She has a son 
who is 12 years old. During her free time 
Christine enjoys spending evenings around 
an outdoor fire, being with family and 
attending local races – including many that 
her son participates in!

Kacey Scheib – HR Assistant
Kacey grew up in Corning NY and earned 
her Bachelors Degree in Communication 
from Clarkson University in 2020. Her 
previous work experience includes Customer 
Service at an online retail company and at a 
local manufacturing plant. In her free time 
Kasey loves to go hiking and explore the 
great outdoors with her dog, perform with 
local theatre companies, and getting lost in a 
good book.

Justin Spicher – Dietary Director
In the fall of 1996, Justin graduated from 
Paul Smith’s Culinary Institute and in the 
summer of 1997, he began his employment 
at Woodbrook as a Kitchen Aide. Through 
his many years of service, Justin worked 
his way up to Head Cook this summer, to 
becoming Woodbrook’s new Dietary Director 
shortly thereafter. Justin is very excited to 
be in this position and hopes to use his vast 
array of techniques and experience as a cook 
to enhance the cuisine that Woodbrook 
offers, for the benefit of its residents, family 
members and the surrounding community.

“I am the former manager of Blueberry 
Hill Ice Cream Parlor, and have lived 
at Woodbrook for about four years 
now. I love the companionship, staff 
and events at Woodbrook, and enjoy 
spending time in the prayer room.”

“I’m a retired nurse and have lived at 
Woodbrook for about four years now. 
I love people and especially enjoy the 
daily Happy Hours with the residents, 
as well as the entertainment and trips 
that Woodbrook offers!

—Joan Eagen —Joanie Pirozzolo

Christine Brewer

Kacey Scheib

Justin Spicher

I would like to take a moment to 
introduce myself. My name is Lori 

Jamelski and I live in Elmira with my 
family. I have worked at Woodbrook 
for over 22 years, starting out as a 
Resident Care Aide Director/Human 
Resource Director. A few years later 
I became the Resident Care Aide 
Director/Case Manager. I am now 
the new Executive Director, and am 
looking forward to working very hard 
to continue to make Woodbrook the 
premier assisted living facility that 
is has always been. Please feel free to 
stop in and introduce yourself – my 
door is always open and I look forward to meeting you!
 We had a busy summer here at Woodbrook. Our summer 
carnival in August was a huge success. Residents, staff and family 
members were all able to participate. It was so nice to finally get 
everyone together to enjoy each other after two long years of 
covid restrictions. Everyone enjoyed food, games, laughter and 
entertainment. It certainly was a fun day for all. 
 Woodbrook is looking forward to upcoming renovations in the 
dining room and center court areas, including painting and new 
carpet, which should begin very soon. Woodbrook has always taken 
pride in our appearance, and the new upgrades will continue to make 
us the premier facility that we are.
 As we approach the holiday season here at Woodbrook, I 
look forward to all of the festivities that come with this time of 
year. Residents and staff do a wonderful job of decorating all our 
Christmas trees, as well as decorating for Chanukah and Kwanzaa. 
We also look forward to visits from the local schools and groups in 
the area during the holidays. 
 Enjoy the holiday season! Before we know it, it will be spring and 
we will be planting the beautiful flowers that surround Woodbrook.
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Woodbrook’s staff and volunteers consider it an honor to 
help our residents with their care needs; encourage them in 
life-enriching social activities; promote involvement with 
community events; and develop warm relationships with 

each other, families, volunteers and staff. 

Woodbrook Resident Rejoices in the 
Beauty of Her Home

Jeannette Pettibone

Generations
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Staff and Residents 
Celebrate National 
Assisted Living Week

Jeanette Pettibone was looking for a new home with the help 
of her son and two granddaughters. “The only place we hadn’t 
seen was Woodbrook,” she says in her sunny room. “And it was 
just so beautiful, I wanted to come here.”

 The 86 year old is still very independent, and her family was 
concerned about her decision. 
 “But, this setting is ideal,” she says. “I have my car and I can 
come and go, but I have help if I need it.” 
 Retired from a career as a credit fraud investigator for Sears and 
Roebuck, Jeanette and her late husband had come to Elmira from 
Western New York to be closer to family, which now numbers three 
sons, 12 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren with the 13th 
on the way. “When my husband passed, I tried to stay on in our 
home, but it was too quiet. The walls were closing in on me and I 
knew it was time to move.”
 Jeanette praises the staff at Woodbrook as she greets the 
housekeeper. “Here’s one of the people who spoils me,” she laughs. 
She lights up when asked about the food. “It’s so good!” Her room 
has a view of the natural space around the facility and she says 
every morning begins with watching the antics of the wildlife and 
admiring the grounds. Occasionally, she enjoys the walking path. 
 “This is a smaller facility than some and I like its intimate feel.” 
 Jeanette is an avid sports fan, and loves to cheer on the New 
York teams, especially the Buffalo Bills, whose winning season she 
is following intently. She and across the hall neighbor, Chuck, chat 
about the games and remind each other of the television schedule. 
 Her other passion is reading and she makes great use of the 
bookmobile and the extensive library at Woodbrook. “I’ve always 
got a big stash of books,” she says, “I love mysteries. That might be 
left over from my investigative career.” She also enjoys bingo, the 
happy hour, and chatting with other residents. 
 Jeanette proudly displays some of her husband’s artistry in 
pottery. Several colorful pieces adorn her wall. “Did you know that 
when you paint on pottery, there’s no color? You don’t see the color 
until it’s fired. I think he did beautiful work.” 
 Jeanette looks forward to the future, knowing that as her needs 
increase, the staff will take excellent care of her and her family does 
not have to worry about her. 

Joyful Memories was the theme 
for this year’s National Assisted 

Living week! On Sunday we 
kicked off the festivities with 
pajama day. Staff and residents 
alike were able to wear their 
“jammies” all day. 
 On Monday we had 1970’s day. 
Everyone dressed in their favorite 
70’s attire. We saw a lot of tie dye 
and bell bottoms! Residents and 
staff were able to make tie diye 
t-shirts, socks and hats.
 On Tuesday we had 80’s day. 
There was a lot of teased hair and 
we enjoyed tea time.
 Wednesday we brought in the 
day wearing our crazy hats and 
socks. Scrapbooking was done 
by the residents and staff and we 
enjoyed a slide show of “joyful 
memories.”
 Thursday we rang in 
“throwback Thursday” Everyone 
dressed in the decade they were 
born. It was fun to see the unique 
clothing that some wore. There 
was a barbeque in the pavilion 
cooked by the Bosses.  
 Friday we had Mexican 
day with tacos and staff and 
employees wearing festive outfits. 
We even had guacamole happy 
hour. At the end of the day there 
was fried ice cream.
 We wrapped up the week 
on Saturday with “hip hopping 
50’s” and root beer floats were 
abundant for all.
 It was a fabulous week 
celebrating “joyful memories” for 
both residents and staff. We all 
look forward to embracing next 
year’s theme. 
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• Woodbrook is in the process of renovating the Dining Room and Center Court 
with new paint and carpeting.

• COVID Update: Visiting Woodbrook residents is permitted but masks are still 
required while in the residence.

• Woodbrook is accepting new residents! Interested in a tour? Contact Lori 
Jamelski weekdays during business hours at 607-734-7741, or email her at   
ljamelski@woodbrookhome.com.

Woodbrook News

WOODBROOK
Assisted Living…Carefree Living!

Affordable Excellence

Want more Woodbrook news and photos? 
Like us on Facebook!

Woodbrook is the Southern Tier’s most affordable assisted living 
community for independent seniors who may still 

need assistance for their individual needs.


